The master's entry level occupational therapy degree has had a long history of development in North America, and since 1999 the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) has mandated the master's or postbaccalaureate degree as the required level of professional entry into the field of occupational therapy in the United States to begin in 2007 (Hilton, 2005) . Since then, many previous bachelor's degree programmes in North America redesigned their curricular to make the alteration to a master's degree. In 2012, the entry-level Master in Occupational Therapy (MOT) will be launched by the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU). This move to postbaccalaureate entry is a catalyst in moving the profession into a new era locally. Although discussions regarding the nature and value of the MOT have not been stopped, and despite the aim of this programme being to equip the students to become qualified occupational therapists who can quickly meet the societal need in Non-government organizations (NGOs), these graduates will still be the first batch of entry-level masters in the profession of occupational therapy locally.
At present, the development of OT in mainland China is still at the transition stage. A recent survey on the needs of the total of 39,833 rehabilitation professionals in China, found that 13,747 are rehabilitation therapists (Li, 2010) . The 12 th 5-year forecast of rehabilitation therapists suggests that this total will rise to 100,000 (Li, 2010) . More than 90% of rehabilitation therapists do not hold any specialism in the field of occupational therapy upon graduation from the current degree in rehabilitation therapy. A proposed Master in Occupational Therapy (China) (MOT [China]) programme is to be launched by the PolyU in Sichuan University in China in 2012. The programme is open to students who have completed a Bachelor's degree in Rehabilitation Therapy programme recognised by the Education Bureau of China. Upon graduation, the student will possess an entry-level qualification for practice in occupational therapy. With the MOT(China), therapists who have already possessed a bachelor's degree in rehabilitation therapy can enter into the occupational therapy profession in the mainland.
With the implementation of the new academic structure in Hong Kong, the first batch of secondary school graduates will take the new Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE) in April 2012. All university students, including occupational therapy students, have to undertake a new 4-year undergraduate curriculum upon admission. With increasing demands of occupational therapists locally, the Hong Kong government has increased (nearly doubled) the quota for the upcoming 3-and 4-year baccalaureate courses in Occupational Therapy offered in the PolyU for candidates of both Advanced Level Examination and the new HKDSE. With the new Doctorate of Health Sciences (Occupational Therapy) programme, which is likely to be offered by the PolyU in the near future, 2012 will be a busy year in OT education.
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